MY EXPERIENCE IN THE AB&
YBY CONTEST

Birdera e Year




MODULES

» Possible modules- Field Notebook, Conservation
and Community Leadership, Illustration,
Writing, and Photography

- I participated in them all

- FN and CC are major modules, others are minor

» Must complete either both major or one major
and two minor to be eligible for being named
Young Birder of the Year



- Is a way to communicate with your fellow
participants and also the leaders

 Very secure group (Not Instagram or Twitter)

- I had and am still having a very positive
experience over Slack

- I have made some lifelong friends, and actually
mailed a letter to one of them and they wrote me

back

 You learn a lot on Slack
 Very encouraging environment



ADULT GUIDANCE

- I have met many very helpful and friendly adults
on Slack including Liz and Jeff Gordon (Pres of
ABA) and Ted Floyd

 They help you whenever you have a question and
are very willing to explain more to you

« I have learned so much from them



FIELD NOTEBOOK

- Record your experience in your notebook, on
eBird, on another social media, and write a quick
overview of the day

- Really makes you think about your experiences
« 2 Pictures next

<
4




g :
dony fuonie
2 _1madipn | \aae
*nmmmkfﬂgc\.r@m

w)




CONSERVATION

- I made 52 rocks with birds painted on them and my
banding station’s website on the back, and hid them
in the forest preserves, stores, and restaurants

D ) Then, every volunteer at the station made several
videos for the birds on the rocks

D \° Each rock was numbered the same as the
corresponding video

 You could go to the website and watch your rock’s
video to learn about your bird!

« All the rocks were found!






ILLUSTRATION

« 6-10 illustrations of birds
- Hard copies mailed to the ABA
- = Some of my illustrations
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WRITING

« 6-10 pages of writing samples
- Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, short story...
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PHOTOGRAPHY

 6-10 photos of birds
» T use a Nikon D3500 with a 100-400 lens

» = Some of my photos
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THAT’S ALL! PLEASE CONSIDER
JOINING THE AB#A YOUNG BIRDER OF
THE YEAR MENTORING PROGRAM!

- We have 2 Slack groups (one for the contest and
one for fun)

- If you want to join the fun group, stick around
after we end and I'll write your email down!

 You can either get the Slack app or participate
on the website

- We also do Zoom meetings every weekend! They
are a super fun way to catch up every week




